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THE PASTOR’S CORNER by Fr. Rees Doughty
Why We Offer Masses For The Holy Souls

2 Maccabbees 12:39-46

Judas and his companions went to gather up the bodies of the
fallen and bury them with their kindred in their ancestral
tombs. But under the tunic of each of the dead they found
amulets sacred to the idols of Jamnia, which the law forbids
the Jews to wear. So it was clear to all that this was why these
men had fallen... Turning to supplication, they prayed that the
sinful deed might be fully blotted out. [Judas] then took up a
collection among all his soldiers, amounting to two thousand

When Judas Maccabbeus sent the offering of 2,000
silver drachmas to Jerusalem after his victory over
Antiochus IV Epiphanes, Jews had come to reason that the
God of Israel, the God of Creation also had the power to
raise the dead to life. An earlier story in the series from the
Old Testament records the words of encouragement of a
Jewish woman to her seven sons who were about to be
killed: “the Creator of the universe who shaped the
beginning of humankind and brought about the origin of
everything, He, in his mercy, will give you back both breath
and life, because you now disregard yourselves for the sake
of his law.” Hope experienced in the love which God shares
with us through our love for one another demanded an
answer to the inconsistency of death. If sacrifice in the
temple in Jerusalem could bring about expiation of Israel’s
sins so the nation could enter into His presence in that
sanctified place that was where heaven and earth met, then
they surely could offer sacrifice for the sake of obtaining
his presence on behalf of those who, now deceased, could
no longer seek expiation themselves.

God answered in his own Son’s offering on the cross. In
alone freeing the world of sin, Christ created a holy people
who could enter into his presence both here and in the life
to come. Our Masses are essentially Jesus’s sacrifice placed
into our hands to offer to God. In our prayer and
celebration, through our communion with him, we become
one with his sacrifice to the Father. It would not be
unexpected, then, when we contemplate our life with Him
here and in the hereafter to think of our loved ones, both
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silver drachmas, which he sent to Jerusalem to provide for an
expiatory sacrifice. In doing this he acted in a very excellent
and noble way, inasmuch as he had the resurrection in

mind; for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again, it
would have been superfluous and foolish to pray for the

dead. But if he did this with a view to the splendid reward that
awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness, it was a holy
and pious thought. Thus he made atonement for the dead that
they might be absolved from their sin.

living and dead. In fact, by our prayer for the dead at every
Mass, we commend them to God’s love and mercy through
this sacrificial offering of prayer and praise.

What does this mean? That in this life, we can still do
something for them through our acts of prayer, faith, and
love. St. Ambrose preached: “We have loved them during
life; let us not abandon them in death, until we have
conducted them by our prayers into the house of the Lord.”
The Fathers of the second Vatican Council wrote: This
sacred council accepts loyally the venerable faith of our
ancestors in the living communion which exists between us
and our brothers who are in the glory of heaven or who are
yet being purified after their death... Therefore, just as we
pray for each other and share each other's burdens now,
the faithful on earth can offer prayers and sacrifices to help
the departed souls undergoing purification, and no better
prayer could be offered than that of the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass. (Lumen Gentium 51)

Whether those we love who have entered into eternal
life are saints with God in heaven or holy souls being
purified by God’s love that they may attain the beatific
vision of God, our hope, faith, and love expressed in the
offering of Mass for the deceased and our unfailing prayers
for them bear fruit for their eternal life and help us to keep
that precious love alive in our hearts in the expectation of
seeing them again.

Our Mass Intention Book opens on November 6th.
Please refer to the enclosed flyer for the parish’s
guidelines for arranging announced Masses.

St. Thomas Church
340 Hudson St., Cornwall on Hudson, NY 12520

Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm
Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am
Weekday: Monday-Saturday: 8:30 am
Confession
Saturday: 9-9:45 am (or by appointment)
Miraculous Medal Novena
Monday after 8:30 am Mass
Rosary: Monday-Saturday after 8:30 am Mass

St. Joseph Church
4 Saint Joseph’s Pl., New Windsor, NY 12553

Sunday Mass

Sunday: 12:30 pm
Weekday: Wednesday, 6:30 pm Mass
Confession: Wednesday, 6-6:30 pm
Adoration: Wednesday, 5:30 pm
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Please pray for the young women
and men of the parish who are
receiving the Sacrament of
Confirmation this Sunday and next
from Bishop Dominick Lagonegro!

All Saints Day is a Holy Day of Obligation. A
Vigil Mass will be held on Wednesday, October 31
at 6:30 pm at St. Joseph. Masses on Thursday,
November 1 are at St. Thomas at 8:30 am, 12
noon, and 7 pm.

Catholic Daughters Association, Court Rita
#1264 is hosting their annual Tricky Tray on
Saturday, November 3rd at 5:30 pm in the St.
Thomas School Gym. Join us for an evening of
family fun with fantastic baskets, door prizes, and
raffles! Admission is $5. Children 10 and under
free. Proceeds benefit charities and projects
supported by the CDA.

Blood Drive in November: The ]UST

STAR Youth Group will hold their

annual Blood Drive on Sunday, 1 DONATION
November 18, 8 am-2 pm in the  SAVES

St Thomas School Gym. No

appointment necessary! 3 LIVES

Coats for Kids: Knights of Columbus Council
7460 will be selling raffle tickets for only $10
through Friday, November 30 to supply Coats for
Kids. Please help support this worthy cause and
take a chance to win money too! Tickets will be
available after selected Masses in October and
November. For those wishing to making a
financial contribution to the “Coats for Kids”
Campaign, please mail a check made payable to
“K of C Coats for Kids” to 340 Hudson Street,
Cornwall-On-Hudson, NY 12520. The Knights are
grateful for the parish support of their Campaign.

OFFERTORY

Oct. 13/14: $10,020.86

Shrines: $429.85

Online Giving (Oct. 8-14): $973.50

We thank you for your generosity and continued
support of the parish! Have You Considered
Donating To The Parish Through Online
Giving? Online Giving is safe and secure, and
you set up when your gift is made, for how much,
and for which collection. Visit the parish website,
ststhomasjoseph.com, and under the “"News/
Events” tab, click on "My Own Church” for
information on giving.

New Vestments Needed! With the addition of
another deacon, and damage to some of the
vestments we use now, we will be purchasing a
new chasuble (worn by priests) and two new
dalmatics (worn by deacons) for the celebration
in Ordinary Time of Mass on Sunday. If you would
like to memorialize a vestment with a label that
will be embroidered, contact Father Doughty or
Deacon John Pelella.

The Schedules for Faith Formation Classes
for 2018/19 are available on the parish website,
click on the “Ministries” tab and then “Faith
Formation”. For information, contact Annmarie
O’Connor at 845.534.2547, ext. 3.

Upcoming Classes: October 26: Confirmation
Rehearsal (gym) at 7 pm for October 28
Confirmation at 2:30 pm.; November 4: Family
Faith Formation meets 10-11 am; Make Up
Class - Wednesday, November 7, 5:30-6:30 pm.

s The Catholic Faith. On
Demand! Visit formed.org and
enter our parish code: FHHFCV to

gain FREE access to thousands of
movies, video programs, audios, and ebooks.

MASS INTENTIONS

Mon, Oct 22: St. John Paul II

8:30 am In Thanksgiving by Collette Fulton

Tues, Oct 23: St. John of Capistrano

8:30 am +Richard P. Wayne by family

Wed, Oct 24: St. Anthony Mary Claret

8:30 am +Cecelia Mullin by Bill & Kathleen Fogarty

6:30 pm +Siner family by Linda Siner

Thurs, Oct 25:

8:30 am +Neil Hogan by family

Fri, Oct 26

8:30 am +Julius Barki by Josephine & Peter Rogers

Sat, Oct 27: BVM

8:30 am +Maria Guitierez by Ruben & Leila Gonzalez

4:30 pm +Edward Hassdenteufel by Family; and
+Louise Milliken by Judy & John Carnright

Sun, Oct 28: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30 am +Daniel & Noreen Downey by Julia Downey
9:00 am +Berty Gray by Catherine Conroy

11:00 am +Jean Kavanagh by Kathleen & Patrick Ryle
12:30 pm +Edward Dunne by family

ALL Masses are celebrated
at St. Thomas of Canterbury Church
except for the
Sunday, 12:30 pm Mass
and the Wednesday, 6:30 pm Mass
which are celebrated at St. Joseph Church.



ST. THOMAS OF CANTERBURY / ST. JOSEPH PARISH

St. Johin of Capistrano
Feast Day: October 23

Our Cover Image is of St. John of Capistrano.
Artist: unknown. Source: Wikimedia commons.

The four side panels represent scenes of the saint’s life [counter-clockwise]: in
the upper left panel, Holy Mass celebrated on the battle field in the presence of
the Crusaders below it, the Battle of Belgrade, where the Crusaders fought
against the Turks; in the top right panel, a sermon given by St. John in L’Aquila,
during which some possessed people were healed. in the background is the
Cathedral of St. Maximus, as it would appear before the catastrophic
earthquake of 1703 that destroyed it almost completely; in the lower right
panel, the death of the saint. Source: wikimediacommons.

12 Months of
Christmas Raffle: Get
warmed up for the
holidays with a Gordon
Ramsey by Royal

Doulton tea set. This
/// ( \\ X Maze white set includes

a ceramic teapot, cream
jug, covered sugar bowl, and four maze white 14
0z. mugs. A box of holiday teas from Simpson
and Vail (one of the oldest tea companies in the
USA and a family owned business dedicated to
offering quality teas from around the world) is
included! MSRP: $187.00
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Touring Tuesdays in the Archdiocese of New
York are universal open houses scheduled during
the school day so that prospective families may
see Catholic schools in action. At each school,
Parent Ambassadors are on hand to greet parents
and potential students and share their firsthand
experiences. Upcoming Touring Tuesday Events
for 2018 are November 13 and December 4, 9-11
am. To schedule an appointment for Touring
Tuesday or for an alternate date, visit
CatholicSchoolsNY.org.

Parish Trip to
Switzerland, Bavaria,
and Austria: March 21-
30, 2019. Highlights
include: Bern, Chateau
de Chillon, Montreux,
GoldenPass Panoramic
Train, Gstaad, Lucerne,
Innsbruck, Austrian Alps,
Salzburg, Mirabell Gardens, St. Peter’s
Restaurant, Tyrolean Folklore Show, Bavaria, and
Oberammergau. For more information, contact
Mary Ellen Tiernan at 845.661.8586 or
maryellentiernan@icloud.com.

Stay involved by
staying informed! Visit
ststhomasjoseph.com
today! Your Parish
website has lots of great
information on upcoming
events, faith formation,
and parish ministries including information about
Knights of Columbus, Catholic Daughters, the
Bereavement Ministry, the Choir/Music Ministry,
and so much more.

Our Food Pantry is in need of
coffee, packaged rice mixes, pasta,
) pa”t’y tea, bathroom tissue, paper towels,
] ,,NBL’dS and jars of pasta sauce. Thank you
4 for your continued support!

Source: catholic.org

“Do not abandon yourselves to despair.
We are the Easter people and hallefuha is our song.”

- St. Pope John Paul 1l (1920-2005)
Patron of World Youth Day, Feast Day October 22



